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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Our 12 th Annual Barbecue and Blue
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WHAT DOES BEING A CASA MEAN?
The following is a story about one of our CASA Volunteers.
Like many people these days, my husband and I made the decision to embrace a new opportunity
and move to a new city and state...this time as empty nesters. Mark had been offered a wonderful
job in Oak Ridge and we found ourselves leaving a place where we had planted roots. We were
crazy happy in that place but with both our children married and living out
of the country, we saw this as our own adventure. I left my job directing
an early childhood program and I looked forward to some time of peace
and quiet under the title of "not currently employed" or as I liked to
describe it "retired". But soon after the pictures were hung and I had
painted all the walls I cared to paint, I found myself with a brand new
challenge...time!
In my past life I had professionally helped families navigate the preschool
years. My job gave me the amazing opportunity to really get to know
families; not just children but moms, dads, step-parents, mamaws,
papaws, nannies, and therapists. The program had financial resources to
help families when they found themselves in crisis. It was a very rewarding part of my job and I quickly noticed that I missed that element more
than I expected. The awareness of joy that this brought to my life was a
major factor in my search for a new endeavor.
With my private quest for soul fulfillment activities in full swing, I noticed I heard the word CASA on
several occasions. That word came up in conversations. I knew basically what CASA was about,
but I had many questions. I needed to know more about the CASA role and I needed time to figure
out if I had the backbone to do this kind of work. It was a conversation with a new friend that led me
to call the CASA office and make an appointment. My new friend does volunteer work at the
Children's Hospital in the Oncology Department. I told her how much I admired her work and that I
wasn't sure I could handle volunteering there. She said, "Lee, it's not about you. It's about those
kids!" WOW! She was right. Her words empowered me.

tatoos, live piano music and silent
aucion hosted by CJ of 106.1 The River.

I still chose not to volunteer at the hospital but my perspective on if I could handle being a CASA
totally changed. I could use my years of experience and hopefully make a difference. I also realized
that my search for MY soul to be fulfilled was off course. Remember, this isn't about me! My soul
calls me to love others. To love and serve the least of these. There are few things in this world more
heart wrenching than children who are going through an extremely difficult time. They need someone to care enough to speak up for them. They need someone with perspective. They need
someone who can see down the road a piece and put things into place that will help them grow into
healthy individuals. They need me. They need you.
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 Host a “give back” night for CASA– contact us for more informaion!
program.

HOW YOU CAN HELP CASA

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

STRATEGIC SUMMARY
Message from the President:

I am amazed at all that our
organization accomplished last
year. Our talented staff worked
tirelessly to raise awareness
In our communities to reach
more potential volunteers
so that we could serve more
children. Because of their
dedication, we added 10 new volunteers who
served 25 more children, which brought us to a total
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of over 300 children, CASA will need to increase operations With the help of our friends and neighbors, that goal
by just over $100,000.
can be reached. We have a big hairy audacious goal to
CASA, and more importantly, the children, are most grateful increase our budget by $100,000 in order to recruit
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waiting children. With the cost of $730 per child
we can help break the cycle of abuse and neglect
Kent Strunk
that we see repeated so often in the juvenile court
Treasurer of the
system. But we can’t do it alone. We need your help.
CASA Board of Directors
With your gift of $730 we can provide an advocate
for a child. What a small price to pay for the safety
and security of our children. We can also use your
support in helping us to reach more potential volunteers,
by inviting us to speak at your church or civic
organization. Anyone can be a CASA and no special
skills are required. You just need to care about our
most precious and treasured resource-our children.
Let us know how you can help. We need
you and our children need you.
With deepest appreciation,
John Willis,
President of the CASA Board of Directors
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